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Upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season averaged lower in grade than a year ago, according 
to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA. This season's ginnings contained smaller 
proportions of grades 31 and higher than the previous season and larger proportions of the Spotted 
grades. Average staple length was the same as a year earlier. Cotton stapling 34 and 35 comprised a 
smaller proportion of ginnings prior to January 1 this season than a year ago. Staples 32 and 33 made 
up a larger proportion this season. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for 78 percent 

of ginnings, up from 72 percent a year earlier. Average fiber strength at 86,400 pounds per square inch 
was down slightly from 86,500 pounds through the same period last season. The supply of upland cotton 
to January 1 this season was 13.3 million bales, up from 13.0 million a year earlier. Ginnings prior 

to January 1 totaled 9.9 million running bales. 


White grade 41 was the predominant quality in upland ginnings prior to January 1 this season, account- 
ing for over 37 percent of ginnings. This compares with 32 percent through the same period last season 
and 39 percent two years ago. White grades 31 and higher made up 14 percent of ginnings this season 
against 20 percent a year earlier and 13 percent two years earlier. All White grades accounted for 
almost 69 percent of ginnings through the end of December. This was the smallest proportion of White 
grades in any crop since the Bureau of the Census began releasing ginnings prior to January 1 in 1972 
and compares with 73 percent a year ago and 78 percent two years ago. Light Spotted grades comprised 
21 percent of ginnings against 24 percent a year earlier and 20 percent two years earlier. The Spotted 
grades made up over eight percent of ginnings prior to January 1 this season. This was the largest 
proportion of any crop in the Spotted grades since records began in 1972 and compares with almost three 
percent through the same period last season and two percent the year before. The average grade index 
was 91.7 ( grade 31=100) against 92.2 a year ago and 91.1 in 1974. 


Cotton stapling 34 and 35 comprised over 54 percent of upland ginnings prior to January 1 this season. 
This was the smallest percentage in these medium lengths since records began in 1972 and compares with 
59 percent through the same period last season and 69 percent two years ago. Staples 32 and 33 made 

up 18 percent of ginnings through December 31, the largest proportion in these lengths since records 
began in 1972. Through the same period last season, staples 32 and 33 accounted for 10 percent of gin- 
nings and nine percent two years ago. Staples 31 and shorter accounted for 15 percent of ginnings this 
season against 18 percent a year earlier and 10 percent two years ago. Staples 36 and longer comprised 
12 percent this season against 13 percent the two previous years. The average staple was 33.8 thirty- 
seconds inches, the same as a year earlier. Average staple through the same period in the 1974 crop 
was 34.3 thirty-seconds inches. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 was 4.2, up from 4.0 a year earlier and the 
same as 1974. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range made up almost 78 percent of ginnings through the end 
of December, up from 72 percent a year earlier and the same as two years ago. Ten percent of ginnings 
miked 5.0 and higher this season compared with six percent last year and eight percent through the same 
period in 1974. Almost 13 percent of ginnings prior to January 1 miked 3.4 or lower against 23 percent 
a year earlier and 14 percent the previous year. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 averaged 86,400 pounds per square inch (psi), 
down slightly from 86,500 psi through the same period last season but up from 86,200 psi in 1974. Cot- 
ton weaker than 80,000 psi made up about 13 percent.of ginnings this season. This was about the same 
as the previous year but down from 17 percent two years ago. Cotton 90,000 psi and stronger accounted 
for 29 percent of ginnings this season against 30 percent a year earlier and 28 percent two years ear- 
iferk 


Cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season totaled 9,893,500 running bales, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. This is equivalent to 96 percent of the indicated 1976-crop and compares with 93 per- 
cent to the same date last season and 94 percent two years ago. Through the same period last season, 
ginnings totaled 7,602,600 bales and two years ago totaled 10,598,400 bales. This season's ginnings 
included 57,800 bales of American Pima cotton against 44,100 and 70,900 bales for the 1975 and 1974 
crops, respectively. 


The supply of upland cotton to January 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings) totaled 13.3 million 
bales, up from 13.0 million a year earlier. The grade distribution indicates an increase of 337,000 
bales in this season's supply of grade 41 cotton. Grade 51 showed a decrease of 326,000 bales com- 
pared to a year earlier. Supplies of all White grades decreased 90,000 bales compared with last sea- 
son's supply to January 1. Supplies of the Light Spotted grades decreased 267,000 bales while supplies 
of Spotted grades increased 742,000 bales. Staple distribution showed an increase of 780,000 bales of 
staples 32 and 33. Staples 34 and 35 decreased 340,000 bales. Staples 31 and shorter decreased 3,000 
pales with staple 31 increasing 235,000 bales and the shorter lengths decreasing. Supplies of staples 
36 and longer decreased 60,000 bales from a year earlier. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to January 1 this season and last season, by states 7 













Grade reductions 


Other causes Total reductions 
197€ 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 





State 








Pour Petr Pet. Per. ECG Per Pet. Cite 
North Carolina SG 59 On2 Orc ae * Seo 6m 
South Carolina Os 10.4 2.8 en = * 9.1 La As) 
Georgia LS Wee! LORS Sis Ort . Deter 9.6 
Florida eg) - ol - 0.5 - Digul - 
Alabama 3.1 10.0 nw 0.4 * - 3.8 10.4 
Mississippi 78 LW. 1.9 0.8 * * Orie 8.5 
Tennessee 7.4 LORS 0.4 0.9 * * 33 ee 
Missouri ae ee Ora OR4 QO.1 * 2.0) a5 
Arkansas 4.7 &) sO) Od One * 4.8 Sie 
Louisiana a4. 5.9 1.5 1.4 * 8.9 ges. 
Oklahoma OS 28 .O il ane - - 28.5 18.2 
Texas Orv, 1 ZOD 29.2 * * Zee S0)-4 
New Mexico feaels 720 Sie 9.9 0.4 * Aee/) 10.9 
Arizona 2 Cal iS BO ORL Oisak 2.6 4.8 
California Zed 2.9 @) sal OS * * Zee ae 
Other - Ses 154 OPW. - - fla 6.0 
United States Sc See Gree 10.0 * * 9.9 13.4 


lf Data for current season are preliminary. 
Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple Ms 






December 1-31 


Season through December 31 








Grade Bales Bales RC Uhmmeemee Cities Bales Bales Pet. Pct, 
I (10) - ¥ - * - 7 5 * 
2 (20) 254 200 PaO) 0.8 1,612 Le noc 4.4 2.0 
3 (30} 12,379 5,528 BOs2) 9 2204 24,307 13,847 55.0 24,0 
4 (40) 9,241 15 ,048 3724) "63.3 14,540 34,830 33;.ONmOOre 
5 (50) 1,904 2,474 7 10.4 2,464 6,780 Se) BLin7 
6 (60) 509 469 Zink 22.0 555 842 lpg 1.5 
ie (70) 266 175 er 0:7 266 194 0.6 0.3 
8 (80) ue 30 0.3 Ga 7 30 One Onl 
9 (90) 33 31 ORI On1 33 31 Ont CFL 

10 (00) eS 44 Ont O72 33 44 (eel O71 

Total 24,691 23,806 100.0 100.0 44,085 57§ 162-8 100,0; 100.0 

Staple Code 

40 and shorter Zo) - Og ut - 25 - * - 

42 799 216 32 0.9 828 a25 U9 0.4 

44 20,365 10,876 G2 Smesoe/ 38 ,032 35,689 86.3 61.8 

46 3,502 12,714 14.2 353.4 5,200 21,837 1G op7.8 

48 and longer - - - = - - - - 

Total 24,691 23,806 100.0 100.0 44,085 57,76). m00;0). 10050 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
~ Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to January 1 this season and last season, by states ay 








State 


: United States 
Arizona 
1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 







Readings 






Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below 0.4 - O23 ~ - - Oren - 

ZnS O25 0.2 - - - - Oey al * 

ZrO fe 0.4 0.6 - OsL - 0.4 Oh, il 
Cr, Cals 0.4 0.3 ORS - . hie 7/ Deak 
268 Boul ales eS ees Or * 0.9 Ors 
2.9 Sid ye Oo ges Osa Om en 0.4 
3 © 4.6 Cxe 6.0 Zia, ORD 0.4 iS 0.8 
Sr 738 Shek 6.6 Zork 0.9 0.6 2.9 sal 
Sie 9.5 4.3 ised" 4.8 Zr 1.4 4.2 eno 
Bis 9.6 ad ee ii Be 125 AS Cosa 
3.4 ORZ Cr Ons Siek/, 4.2 1.9 5.8 Cail 
Sn 10.8 9.1 8.9 Sie SO Ono 6.6 One 
SiO AS eo Wal 62 6.8 ORs, 7.4 10.9 SEO 
Si 8.6 9.0 8.0 8.9 iS ee HORS Lan 
Sno 5.4 LOEO Walk GES Aes ies Lee 11.4 
Sno 4.6 ee SEO ORO 14.3 Alias 1S iatgat@) 
4.0 ee AD Arey, 9.4 MSU Msp oat ORG 13.4 
4.1 1.4 Cre, 4.4 9.0 10.9 nieel Siz HORS 
ANB IL fo Say Bei. 7 eel Ses 10.8 4.2 9.8 
4.3 0.9 B29 - 2.4 230 SAS: ano Sil. 
Ana Ora Bic - Seo On 7 5.4 0.5 Big) 
Ame - 9 - 0.9 0.4 1 A@) 53} al eel 
4.6 - 0.8 Oly 4.6 Osl On2 Oeil ORS 
eal, = - - + OF Ol Oral Ort 
4.8 = - - - - OF - Onn 
4.9 - ~ - - - - - - 


5.0 and above - = = = 3 = Ps = 


ee 


Total 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100.0 


Average mike 3.4 Siew B20 See SO Bro Seay, 3.9 


ee 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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